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THREE YEARS OF ENGLISH OR FOUR ? 

Inducing pupils to elect English in the fourth year seems to require 
two methods: persuading and pushing, both of which demand active 
campaigning on the part of the English teachers. Our custom of posting 
report cards of former pupils which universities and colleges send us 
each year has resulted in our pupils making valuable comparisons. 
Occasionally the lesson comes home with unusual force when some pupil 
fails to pass his entrance examinations in English or fails to keep up 
the requirements after matriculation and is sent home. On the other 
hand, the news that certain pupils have gained advanced standing 
because of excellence in English travels equally as rapidly. For example 
examinations at our state university show that pupils who make the 
highest standing among our graduates of last year are those who took 
four years of English, the percentage being as high as 95 per cent. 

Other notable examples of the success of pupils who took four years 
of English in high school are: two boys who won scholastic honors, 
one at the Naval Academy at Annapolis, the other at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology; two graduates who have responsible positions 
on the staffs of student publications of a western university; several 
who have been elected to membership in literary organizations of their 
colleges; some admitted to advanced standing; others who have been 
allowed to select their own English course the first year in college 
because of their standing in entrance examinations. I know of no pupil 
who did creditable work in a fourth year of high-school English who has 
not also done creditable work in college English; however, I do know 
of some pupils who found it difficult to do passing work in fourth-year 
high-school English who have, nevertheless, done creditable work in 
college English. These same pupils would not have been able to do 
the work had they had only three years of preparatory English. 

Our course of study provides that any pupil whose use of English, 
including sentence structure and spelling, is unsatisfactory in any 
department may be required as a condition for graduation to do additional 
work in English. Junior-Senior Composition and Sophomore Opportu- 
nity English have been planned specifically for such pupils, and, begin- 
ning with this year, do not give additional credit. We are trying to secure 
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definite accomplishment in certain minimum essentials which we have 
established for the composition courses of the first three years. As the 
basis of our demands for this year, we have used the pamphlet issued by 
the Inland Empire Council of Teachers of English, published by the 
Inler-Mountain Educator, Missoula, Montana. We expect, however, to 
have printed this summer a pamphlet that will enable our pupils to realize 
the continuity of the English courses as offered in our curriculum. In 
this pamphlet we shall include lists of the regular requirements which 
must be met by each pupil who is passed to the next course. We hope 
to include in this pamphlet a list of authorities who recommend four 
years of high-school English as an inducement to pupils to elect a fourth 
year even though not required to do so. Our principal's plan of appoint- 
ing faculty advisers who help the pupils to make out their programs 
for the succeeding semester also makes it possible to emphasize the same 
fact. 

Teachers of the junior classes can also stress the importance of 
a fourth year by reference to such lists of examination questions as can 
be secured to show that although catalogues of colleges and universities 
require only the three years, there is much that those same institutions 
require of their Freshmen that the ordinary pupil does not secure in a 
three-year course. Such information as Mr. Herzberg gives in the 
April Journal is welcomed by our English teachers as stressing the same 
position we have adopted. We voluntarily make our department an 
information bureau on such matters, and feel that we are well repaid by 
the interest stimulated among our classes. 

Barbara E. Phillips 

Albuquerque 

New Mexico 



MODEL-MAKING IN THE LITERATURE CLASS 

Those who have enjoyed, and probably coveted, Professor Brander 
Matthews' models in the Dramatic Museum of Columbia University 
will understand whence came the idea of model-making in the study 
of the drama. After studying those delightful models illustrating the 
history of the stage, I thought that I would try to make in a high-school 
classroom a model to illustrate the Shakespearean theater for the benefit 
of the pupils who were beginning the study of Shakespeare's work. 

Of course, in connection with Shakespeare's plays we try to recreate 
the historical and social background. After we had begun our study 
of this background, I asked the class if they thought that they really 



